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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 11 December on the following amendment to motion moved by Hon Bruce Donaldson - 

That the following words be added to the end of the motion - 

but regrets to inform Your Excellency that the Government is failing in its administration of 
the State of Western Australia. 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [12.06 pm]:  I make some remarks on the amendment to the 
Address-in-Reply.  The Government has been in power for almost two years, so this is an appropriate time to 
look at how it is shaping up, what has improved during its administration of this State and whether the State is 
now a better and fairer place in which to live.  I consider also whether the people in the bush and other regional 
areas of Western Australia are better off.  When the Government came to power, it claimed it would sort out the 
native title deadlock that has held up mining land releases and developments in both the bush and urban Western 
Australia.  I do not know whether the situation has improved at all.  Rural Western Australia still has massive 
native title problems.  My electorate contains a large number of country towns, and most of them encounter 
unacceptable delays in having land released for light industrial purposes.  This has a huge effect on small country 
towns.  It sends existing businesses away and does nothing to encourage new businesses.  Myriad people have 
contacted my office about this issue.  The Government initially claimed that mediation would solve the problem.  
Unfortunately, its approach has not fast-tracked approvals of land release or mining licences.  It does not seem to 
be working.  For example, the Government claims that it has agreement with native title groups on the Burrup 
Peninsula; however, it has agreement with one group which has the ear of the Labor Party through family 
connection but which is doubtfully indigenous to that region.  The Government has reached agreement with the 
Ngaluma Injibandi Group.  Its claim to be the true custodians of the Burrup is disputed.  The true custodians of 
the Burrup are arguably the Wong-Goo-Tt-Oo and the Yaburarra and Mardudhunera groups.  Without their 
consent, no agreement will ever be reached.  If the Government cannot make deals with native title claimants, 
how on earth is industry expected to make deals with native title claimants and continue to grow?  The 
Government claimed that success would occur via consultation rather than litigation.  We must read between the 
lines, because that means that negotiations must be conducted with the various people that the Government has 
placed on the land and sea councils.  Unfortunately, most of those councils do not represent the Aboriginal 
people they are supposed to represent.  Deals are currently being done with groups that have no connections with 
the local areas and the real representatives are being left out in the cold.  Until this Government facilitates a 
process with the real representatives from each area, native title will remain a stumbling block.   

Presently, native title has failed to bring any benefits to Aboriginal people.  It is stifling resource development in 
the bush, which will have a long-term adverse effect on the State’s economy.  Very often, government agencies 
are not facilitating the problems associated with land access.  The Department of Land Administration often uses 
native title as an excuse for delays in proceedings.  I will refer members to what occurred in Mt Magnet.  Four 
years ago, the shire wanted to rezone town common land for light industrial purposes.  The shire consulted with 
local Aboriginal groups and it was agreed that the issue of native title would be satisfied if one block of land 
were set aside for an Aboriginal enterprise.  However, DOLA told the Mt Magnet Shire that DOLA, not the 
shire, would negotiate any native title claim.  Four years later, the shire was told that one block would be 
designated for Aboriginal purposes.  In other words, it has taken DOLA four years to negotiate a deal made by 
the shire four years earlier.  It has taken four years to come full circle, and the land is still not available for 
release because DOLA has failed to have documents signed and the notice of intent has lapsed; therefore, the 
process will have to be undertaken all over again.  The process has taken four years so far and still no land has 
been released.  We cannot blame this incident on native title.  This matter rests solely with the incompetence of a 
government agency.   

Meanwhile, the road between Mt Magnet and Leinster is being sealed.  Trucking companies have requested that 
the shire build depot facilities; however, the shire has no land on which to build a depot.  One must ask what on 
earth is going on with DOLA.  What other matters are government agencies unaccountable for, thereby running 
totally riot and handcuffing and restricting the State and the expansion of local government?  I sometimes 
wonder whether the Government is using native title as an excuse to cover up its own inadequacies.   

Despite the Wand review and the technical task force, this Government has done very little to relieve the impasse 
with regard to the delay of mining leases in the National Native Title Tribunal.  These reviews and the task force 
have brought down their reports but the Government has not come up with workable strategies to solve the 
backlog of claims.  This situation is stifling exploration.  If all the tenements were granted, they would generate 
some $400 million annually in exploration.  It is estimated that for every $10 million spent on gold exploration, 
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resources worth some $200 million are discovered, which return $13 million annually into the State’s economy.  
In addition, approval of these tenements would generate over 10 000 jobs.  

Since 1997 exploration expenditure has declined by 47 per cent.  Greenfield exploration - exploration away from 
the operating mine sites - has declined by 63 per cent during the same period.  Unfortunately, the lead time 
between exploration, discovery and the mining of a new ore body can be as much as a decade.  Many of the 
resources being mined today were discovered a decade ago.  What this means is that exploration today will be of 
benefit in five to 10 years.  This State is very dependent on mining royalties.  If the process slows to the extent 
that it appears it will do, the State will suffer severe financial constraint.   

The latest annual Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources report states that this Government has 
pocketed some $1.253 billion in royalties with $599.8 million coming from minerals.  This is a 13 per cent 
decline on last year.  I believe that the warning signs are well and truly apparent.  I have been appealing to this 
Government to assist exploration since I came to Parliament.  We are now starting to see the adverse effects bite 
our economy.  Only 3 457 new applications were received for mining tenements, whereas the annual average 
used to be around 5 000.  All these statistics are symptomatic of the parlous state of the exploration industry in 
this State at the current time; indeed, as it has been for probably the past 18 months and, in fact, maybe even 
longer.   

This Government, and the one before it, has done very little to return an equitable share of the cake to country 
areas from the $1.253 billion a year that flows from rural areas into state coffers.  Discussions with rural chief 
executive officers have indicated that the decline in applications for mining tenements has resulted in a decrease 
in rates paid to country shires.  This is having a huge effect on their bottom lines.   

As royalties decline, our standard of living will decline also, so it is in our best interests to facilitate exploration.  
We must stop carrying out inquiries and start injecting life into exploration in this State.  We cannot continue to 
sit on our hands in the manner in which we have been doing.  This Government earns approximately 
$800 million a year by way of royalties from mining in the Pilbara, yet it returns approximately $1 million a year 
in funding to the shires.  That is a very poor rate of return.  We will never get people to live and work in those 
remote areas if we do not provide adequate resources, such as schools, roads, sporting facilities, libraries, health 
services, footpaths, lighting and safety.  The wealth is being generated in these communities but very little is 
being returned to them.  It is certainly not an equitable situation. 

This brings me to future developments in the Pilbara.  We need to look at the other end of resource development, 
which is value-adding to raw materials through things such as ammonia plants and gas-to-liquid plants.  Value-
adding creates regional employment and puts money into remote areas.  The GTL industry is set to provide some 
$5 million annually in export income to Australia.  Companies willing to develop these industries must be 
facilitated.  This is best done through forward and long-range planning, something that this Government and the 
last have not been very good at.  If the Government had developed the Maitland industrial estate, it would not 
have had the native title problems that have been experienced on the Burrup Peninsula.  We cannot destroy 
priceless petroglyphs and pristine beaches because of a lack of planning.  This Government said that it would be 
a Government of consultation.  The Government has consulted with few people about the Burrup, and it has 
generally ended up consulting with the wrong people.  I make it perfectly clear that One Nation supports 
developments in the Pilbara and on the Burrup Peninsula.  I do not like the location that is being bandied around 
at present.  We could locate the developments on the Maitland industrial estate.  It would cost the State 
something but the rewards would be huge.  There is an old saying that one has to spend money to make money.  
The Government is willing to spend $200 million on the development of the Burrup for six potential projects 
rather than spend $300 million at Maitland.  The Maitland industrial estate is not controversial; it has more land 
and, in the long run, it will be developed anyway.  Why should it not be developed now?  Let us not get bogged 
down with the extra $100 million involved, because we all know the overruns that will occur on the southern rail 
line.  The amount spent for a good financial return on the Burrup would pale into insignificance in the overruns 
of one less-than-intelligent decision on the placement of the southern rail line. 
Hon Ken Travers:  Your economic standards are about as high as the Greens so far in this debate. 
Hon JOHN FISCHER:  It is a pity for the State that the Labor Party cannot lift itself up and get above the line of 
union thuggery.  We are in a perilous state.  Unfortunately, there is no doubt that the direction in which we are 
being driven is akin to a lemming going over a cliff. 
Hon Graham Giffard interjected. 
Hon JOHN FISCHER:  The member is always ready to blame someone.  He is part of the Government; let us see 
how he does it!  So far, the actions of government members have been less than pathetic! 
Hon Ken Travers:  Do you agree with the Leader of the Opposition’s speech yesterday that we should support 
the development at Ningaloo because of sovereign risk? 
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Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I have not stated publicly the position I hold on the development at Mauds Landing.  
When the time arises I will most certainly do so.  It is not necessary to have any collusion with the Leader of the 
Opposition or the points put forward by the Greens (WA). 
Development on the Burrup and exploration woes are all affected by a number of economic factors, many of 
which are global and out of our direct control.  At the end of the day, if we cannot guarantee land title, no bank 
will lend money for exploration, development or downstream processing.  If we cannot guarantee tenure as a 
State, we will have failed.  Before the last election, the Government claimed it had the solution.  It has not shown 
that it has; it has failed.  The lack of money going into rural communities is one of the reasons that keeps fly in, 
fly out operations going.  Reduced enrolments at St Cecilia’s College in Port Hedland will see it close this week.  
Constituents have told me they will move their families to Perth and work through fly in, fly out arrangements 
rather than harm their children’s education.  The Government has been silent on this issue.  Poor facilities, 
particularly for education in remote towns, promotes the practice of fly in, fly out and encourages the movement 
of people from the country to the city.  This migration contributes to urban sprawl, increased pollution and 
pressure on services, particularly education, health and water in the metropolitan area. 

Another issue that continues to fester is contracts for rural school bus operators.  This Government is not 
committed to ensuring that children in the country have access to schools.  If it were, it would have solved the 
school bus contract problem by now; it would have extended the contracts.  Hundreds of private individuals have 
purchased buses to service existing contracts only to be told they will probably lose their contracts.  It appears to 
me that the Government lacks either the will or the ability to sort out regional and rural problems.   

Another vexatious issue is fencing of rural properties, particularly in pastoral areas.  One of my constituents who 
owns Pardoo station north of Port Hedland had 160 kilometres of fencing damaged by Cyclone Chris earlier this 
year.  Much of this fencing runs along Great Northern Highway, which passes through his property.  Originally 
Main Roads helped pay for this fencing on either side of Great Northern Highway.  However, now that that 
fencing has been obliterated, it will not help to repair it because it says that maintenance and repairs is the sole 
responsibility of the station owner.  I do not consider cyclone damage normal wear and tear.  Main Roads has a 
duty of care to repair this fencing, but it has not and it will not.  This is yet another case of a state agency not 
carrying through with its duty.  The station cannot seek redress under the natural disaster and relief scheme, 
because this is triggered only if there is wide-scale damage to public infrastructure.  The minister has said that 
Pardoo does not fall into this category.  We all know that cyclones often take a narrow path, thereby falling 
outside of the term wide scale.  However, the destruction and annihilation of buildings inside that path is 
generally total. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  It would not understand that. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  That is right, because unfortunately the Government has very few representatives in the 
bush.  One must ask how long does it take for assistance to reach the people whom it is meant to assist.  Often 
assistance exists in name only.  I only hope that the latest round of relief for drought victims will reach those in 
need before they lose all their stock and business.  Economic figures show that the agricultural sector has 
suffered a 12.2 per cent contraction to the end of September.  This is the worse contraction in five years and is 
set to deteriorate.  Farmers are struggling.  The national herd will be reduced by almost half a million in the next 
year as stock die from drought conditions.  It costs almost $10 a head per week to feed a cow.  If we want to 
retain our herd and our niche in the world beef and sheep markets, we will have to feed these animals.  If need 
be, I believe we should freeze all aid to the rest of the world while we deal with our own disaster, because I bet 
no-one else in the world would ever think of giving our farmers assistance.  We should stop all international 
assistance and use that money for drought relief.  This is a time when we should be helping our own before we 
start to help others.  Charity starts at home.   

Everyone who lives in Perth knows that Broome is a great place to visit.  Broome is one of the fastest growing 
towns in Western Australia.  Much of this development has been fuelled and produced by private investment.  
The government-based infrastructure in Broome is very poor.  For example, the Broome jetty was built in the 
1960s, and although it has been done up and repaired, it has not been improved to any extent since.  Broome has 
no protected harbour.  When charter boat operators load and unload tourists, many of whom are aged, they have 
to climb up barnacle-encrusted ladders.  Aged tourists must climb as much as 12.5 metres at low tide.  Although 
this may present a comical picture, in this day and age it presents myriad issues for duty of care.  It is also not 
what one would expect in a modern society.  It is scenes like this that earn Western Australia the title of the wild 
west.  Broome is a very diverse economy that relies on tourism, pearl farming, commercial fishing and providing 
services to the oil and gas offshore industry.  Unfortunately, already much of this work is moving to Darwin.  
There is no harbour in Broome, and unless this Government commits $70 million to the development of a 
harbour, there will be a steady decline of these industries in this area.  The maritime national Uniform Shipping 
Laws Code, which is a code on proximity to safe harbours in the event of cyclones and severe storms, will come 
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into effect very soon.  When that happens, persons operating in Broome will be in breach of the code because, in 
the event of a cyclone, they will be operating too far from the nearest safe haven.  The nearest safe haven is in 
Darwin or Port Hedland.  Unless the Government shows some intestinal fortitude, the charter boat operators, 
commercial fishing vessels and industries serving the oil and gas fields will all gradually move to Darwin.  That, 
surely, is not what the Government wants.  

Hon Paddy Embry:  They might move to Indonesia where fuel prices are cheaper.  

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  With the unrest in Indonesia it is doubtful, although, as the member correctly says, they 
could be drawn there by the cheap fuel prices.  Already fishermen who usually fish in the Gulf of Carpentaria are 
steaming over in their boats and filling up with fuel because it is very economical to do so. 

Broome is a fantastic place for a holiday, yet there are very few privately owned pleasure craft to be seen there.  
If Broome had a safe harbour, yacht and boating clubs would spring up and yachtsmen sailing around the world 
would moor there.  Given the very severe piracy problem in Asian waters, yachtsmen who sail in that region 
would moor at Broome if they considered Broome to be a safe harbour.  Immediately after the Bali bombing, a 
cruise ship berthed at Broome.  We could attract this market regularly if Broome’s harbour could accommodate 
those ships.   

An article in The Australian Financial Review on the weekend of 7 and 8 December refers to the increased 
number of holiday bookings in Australia, particularly in Queensland.  The climate in Western Australia is better 
than that in Queensland, yet we cannot attract the same market and we will not be able to do so if we do not 
commit money to promoting it.  An extremely innovative marina development is with the Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure awaiting government approval.  I stress the word “awaiting”.  

The Western Australian Government has built 14 boat harbours along our coastline to date.  Broome has the 
highest number of commercially registered vessels, yet it does not have a boat harbour.  The improvements to 
Broome’s airport have just been completed, and already Qantas has indicated that it will provide direct flights 
from the eastern States, which will be a huge boon to tourism.  From next autumn, direct flights will arrive from 
Melbourne.  I believe the direct service, which will use larger aircraft, will save four hours and avoid the need 
for an overnight stop elsewhere.  We should capitalise on this with a boat harbour development in Broome and a 
marina that can handle all the fishing boats and attract overseas visitors.  The money for developments of this 
nature could be found if there were more accountability in the use of resources.  When I see money being spent 
on a police royal commission that does not seem to be achieving anything I feel very frustrated.  The terms of 
reference for the Royal Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by 
Western Australian Police Officers are far too woolly.  When the royal commission finally grinds to a halt, a few 
convictions will be made and the only people to gain will be the lawyers.  A heap of sardines will be caught, but 
the sharks will still be swimming in the pool.  One must ask whether it was intended to establish the commission 
in this way merely to appease the public with a show of froth and bubble when, in fact, it has no substance 
whatsoever.  

Funding for rural police staffing levels in many areas is now desperate.  Twenty years ago Carnarvon had 30 
police.  Today it has 21.  The population has increased and the criminal activity has increased substantially in 
that time, yet the number of police available to patrol the town has been reduced.  We need more police on the 
beat, not fewer police.  Violence in Aboriginal communities has not improved in the past decade; it has 
worsened.  Fewer people are doing more.  Every day, experienced policemen throw in the towel, and this 
certainly does nothing for the community.  The police in rural areas - I have visited several in my electorate 
recently - are under genuine stress.  Recently I wanted to speak to one of the constables from a mid western 
town, but when I rang I was told that he was in Perth as his arm had been gashed with a broken bottle when he 
had tried to placate a crowd of about 20 people.  I rang the Mt Magnet Police Station a week later only to find 
that there were no police in the town.  I had to ring the Cue Police Station to find out what was going on.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  Were there any police there? 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  Yes, there were police in Cue.  However, the police in Mt Magnet were out on a job and 
no-one was left to look after the town. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  How far is it from Mt Magnet to Cue?  

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  If a person sits on about 110 kilometres an hour, it would take roughly an hour and a half 
or an hour and three-quarters.   

However, it is often the case that police are called out to outlying communities.  Recently I was told that when 
there was a serious problem in one of the hotels in Sandstone, the police virtually told the hotel manager to look 
after it himself because they could not get out there.   
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I am fully aware, as we all are, that there are policing issues in the city, but they are certainly no less dire than 
are those in rural WA.  Yes, we need to stamp out corruption, and the Royal Commission Into Whether There 
Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers may help, if it were given 
teeth to work.  However, we also need our police to be active in combating crime.  I do not blame the Police 
Service for this; I blame the revenue and the resources it is given.  Today, its most active men are involved in 
government revenue raising; that is, using speed guns and sitting behind desks.  They are not out there picking 
up criminals; they are not out there defending the safety of the men and women in the street.  Cynics have 
suggested to me that if the police do not pick up the criminals, there will be a decrease in the crime statistics.  
However, anecdotal evidence shows that urban and rural crime has increased.  Everyone knows that statistics can 
be manipulated to show exactly what we want them to show.  One’s home, business and person are not safe 
anymore.  That is a fact, statistics or no statistics.  Yesterday in this House we heard that people must be 
extremely careful even when parking their cars in the parliamentary car park, because a car was broken into.  
When I ring the police to tell them that my car is being broken into and I am told by the police to get the person’s 
registration and that they will follow it up if they have time, surely we must realise that a serious problem is 
brewing. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  But if you smack the bloke under the ear, you’re in trouble. 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  Once again, I do not hold the police accountable for that; I believe that our judicial 
system requires a complete overhaul.  Frankly, I am surprised that we have not seen more vigilante groups taking 
the law into their own hands out of sheer frustration.  Some of the councils in the city pay for private security 
companies to patrol the streets, and from all accounts they do a reasonable job.  However, as taxpayers, are we 
not already paying for police protection?  Why should we pay twice?  We need to get the police out from behind 
desks and speed guns and out onto the streets and along the highways.  There are probably enough police 
officers; they are just not used effectively.  The police budget does not allow them to do the job they have been 
trained to do; that is, to prevent crime, not give out infringement notices.   

As an election commitment, this Government promised that it would reinstate the Asian squad in Northbridge.  
However, we have found that the commissioner does not believe in it and it has not been done.  I suggest that as 
this was an election issue, the Government could claim some mandate for this.  I question who is in charge, as 
yet another government agency seems to be doing as it likes.   

The way we view the world has changed a great deal following the events of the past 15 months.  We have seen 
a hardening of people’s attitudes.  We can learn something from that.  John Howard’s popularity has increased 
dramatically in that time; we must understand why that has occurred, apart from the fact that he picked up a lot 
of One Nation policies and used them extremely well.  Members of the public are well aware that we live in 
uncertain times, and they want someone with courage and determination to lead them.  It is fair to say that these 
days the public wants backbone and not wishbone.  The Prime Minister’s popularity only continues to soar with 
talk of pre-emptive strikes around the world against terrorist groups.  This tells me that the public is sick of 
political correctness, of turning the other cheek and of large numbers of people invading our shores uninvited.  
They are sick of people from vastly different cultures calling the shots.  They want Australians to stand up and 
be counted.  They have hardened their resolve.  If we must strike at a terrorist camp in a neighbouring country 
because that country chooses to turn a blind eye to terrorism, so be it.  Australians are sick of non-Christians 
telling us that our behaviour in our own country is offensive.  What is offensive to us is that some day care 
centres and schools have banned traditional Christmas celebrations because they may offend non-Christians.  
People of all races and religions have been welcome in our country, but they will remain so only if they respect 
our faith and culture and do not try to change it to suit their own sensitivities.  The letters page of The West 
Australian daily reflects that sentiment.  Christ gave his Apostles some very good advice when he said, “When 
in Rome, do as the Romans do.”  

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  I hope you are not equating that lot over there with the Apostles.  

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  No, I said that Christ gave his Apostles some very good advice.  I do not see anyone 
over there who would either accept or give that advice.  As I said, when in Rome, do as the Romans do.  It is a 
pity that more people do not follow that advice.  If we wish to survive as a nation, we must fall in line with what 
the majority wants, and not be governed by a small self-interest group that does not have the greater good at 
heart.   

I return to the beginning of my address.  This Government has not gone for the greater good.  It has been -  

Hon Paddy Embry:  Negligent 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  It may have been negligent.  It has certainly been imposed upon by the philosophies of a 
smaller group.  I hold the Government totally at fault.  It had an obligation to put forward many of the policies 
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that it expressed in the lead-up to the last election, but what have we seen?  Other policies have come out of the 
woodwork, such as one vote, one value.  Very little was said by the Labor Party in the lead-up to the last election 
on one vote, one value or on the social Bills that, quite rightly, took so long to be passed.  It is unfortunate that 
they did not take longer to be passed or that they were passed at all.  However, one can only echo the sentiments 
of the Leader of the Opposition in his answer to criticism on the passage of legislation in this House.  There is no 
doubt that the Government should have concentrated on the important issues that would benefit the population of 
Western Australia, rather than trying to win the vote of its coalition partner, the Greens, by pushing forward 
legislation that is obnoxious to, I believe, the greater percentage of people in this State.  The Government has 
been extremely fortunate with the passage of legislation through the House up to this stage.  I believe that the 
Government could do better for Western Australians.  It could certainly do a lot better for regional Western 
Australia.   

When I tour the northern and eastern sectors of my electorate, I hear all the time of the inequality that people 
who live in the bush must put up with in comparison with those who live in the metropolitan area.  We see it all 
the time with the electricity and fuel charges and the lack of decent roads.  All these things take time to establish.  
However, I believe that more money should be spent in the engine room of this State.  The Government is falling 
into the same trap that the previous Government fell into, with its edifices such as the belltower etc.  I have never 
spoken to one of my constituents who has even bothered to look at it.  The new southern railway line that the 
Government is trying to construct is a travesty.  It is a total and utter waste of taxpayers’ money - money that 
would be far better spent in the Pilbara, the Gascoyne, the goldfields and the Kimberley.  

To sum up, unfortunately, I do not believe the Government has had an exceptionally good two-year start to its 
term of office.  I can only look forward to an improvement in the way in which it intends to use its budget.  
Hopefully, a lot more of it will be spent in the rural areas of Western Australia. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Derrick Tomlinson. 
 


